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ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE MARKETING PROBLEMS OF
FISH FARMS IN SHARKIA GOVERNORATE

Ahmed M. D. El-Shafei
Central Laboratory for Aquaculture Research - Agricultural Research Center

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to study the current situation of marketing
problems of fish farms in Sharkia governorate through:
Identifying the motives of the fish farmers toward the fish
culture, the relative importance of the sources of marketing
information for the farmers, and identifying the degree of the
existence of marketing problems among the farmers and the
negative impact of the marketing problems from the point of
view of the farmers, the most important services and
extension activities provided by the agricultural extension to
contribute to serving farmers in fish marketing.

This study was conducted on a regular random sample of 191
fish farmers in Sharkia governorate (Abbassa - Al-
Hussainiyah - San Al-Hijr) in order to achieve the study goals,
and the questionnaire was used in the personal interview as a
tool to collect data in the period from January to March 2019,
The statistical analysis included percentage, arithmetic mean,
display table of frequency and simple correlation coefficient.

The most important results were that the most important
motivations of respondents towards fish marketing were
increasing income, improving the standard of living, and the
desire to own a fish farm with arithmetic mean (2,82, 2,81,70,
70 degrees), respectively, and that the sources of information
that derive Including fish farmers with knowledge of the
marketing represented by wholesalers, retailers, friends and
experienced neighbors with arithmetic mean (3,80, 3,71 and
3,63 degrees) respectively. The results also showed that the
most important marketing problems facing the respondents,
which are related to the lack of marketing knowledge and
skills, were: The lack of the necessary marketing information
(3,63 degree), while the most important problems related to
the economic aspects were the failure to provide the necessary
financing (3,75 degree), and finally, the most important
problems related to the product were represented by the
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problem of the speed of fish product damage (3.74 degree). In
terms of the degree of negative impact, the marketing
problems facing the respondents and the lack of marketing
knowledge and skills were represented in lack of data on the
market needs (3,33 degree), but as for the extent of the
availability of the necessary capabilities for marketing, it was
represented in the market's distance from the production areas
(3,53 degree), while the most important problems related to
the economic aspects were the failure to provide the necessary
financing (3,62 degree), and finally, the most important
problems related to the product were represented by the
decrease in production in some varieties of disease prevalence
(3,60 degree).

The results also indicated that there was a significant
correlation between the degree of marketing problems among
the respondents and the following independent variables: age,
educational status, number of years of experience, size of the
fish farm at a level of significance (0,01), number of family
members working in the fish farming profession, degree of
benefit from participation in services and extension activities,
the degree of presence of information sources at a level of
significance (0,05), and the results also showed a significant
correlation between the degree of the negative impact of
marketing problems on the respondents and the following
independent variables: marital status, number of household
members, the degree of presence of information sources at a
level of significance (0,01), age, educational status, the
number of family members working in the fish farming
profession, sources of financing marketing activities at a level
of significance (0,05), and the most important extension
services and activities required were training of fish farmers
in post-harvest transactions, introducing the important
extension recommendations for fish marketing, educating fish
farmers to select the appropriate time for fishing, and
providing the necessary facilities and equipment for
harvesting and its transactions.

Key words: Marketing problems, fish marketing, fish farmers, Sharkia
governorate.
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